Migration Reports
2007-2008 Season 
Canada
1)
Name: Angelo Casbarro

Date: Monday February 4th, 2008

Location: Southern Ontario

Weather: Temperatures have been ranging from -10(C to 3(C over the last week.  Weather conditions have varied from extremely cold, calm and clear, to cloudy and quite windy.   

Snow Cover: Temperatures continue to drop and snowfall has increased.  Last weekend, the greater Toronto and surrounding areas issued a winter snow warning and we saw an accumulation of 10 inches of snowfall in one night.

Water Conditions: All water, aside from large water and fast moving rivers, is frozen.

Feeding Conditions: All crops have been harvested.

Species and Numbers: Resident goose numbers are still quite high, while duck numbers are slim to none.

Migrations: The migration in this area is over.  Bird populations are strictly residents.

Season Stage: Both duck and goose seasons are now closed.  The late goose season runs from February 21st to February 28th 2008.

Hunting Report:  There are no hunting reports as of yet as the season is currently closed.

Gossip: High numbers of resident, non-migratory geese indicate that the late goose hunt season should prove to be a good one.  Increased snowfall and low temperatures make it necessary for hunters to invest some time and effort and scout daily bird habits. Snow covers and/or spray snow, as well as white camouflage, are an absolute must for hunters looking to make the most of the late season.  

2)
Name: John Traiforos
Date: Sunday February 3rd, 2008

Location: Saskatchewan, Canada
Weather: Temperatures have been all over the map. In a way that is almost hard to believe in the aspect that it has varied dramatically. We have seen the weather change from + 5 to -50 degrees Celsius within 2 days this past week.    

Snow Cover: There is an average amount of snow on the ground. Snow lies province wide.
Water Conditions: All water in the province is frozen. Even the largest of lakes freeze over by this late in the winter.
Feeding Conditions:  All crops have been harvested months ago. The entire province is blanketed in snow and although 99% of the birds don’t stick around this late - they would find it difficult finding feed due to the snow cover.
Species and Numbers: All waterfowl are south of Saskatchewan. Very few greater Canada’s stick around the entire winter. I have seen a handful but that is about it.

Migrations: The migration in this area is long over.  It shouldn’t be longer than a month and we will start to see a few of the big Canada’s migrating northwards.
Season Stage: Both duck and goose seasons are now closed.  There is no late goose season in Saskatchewan.

Hunting Report:  There are no hunting reports as the season is currently closed.

Gossip: Some hunters talking about a few select changes being proposed for next season. The biggest ones are:

1.) The setting of season dates for non-resident waterfowlers that will coincide exactly with the dates allowed by residents. 

2.) Increasing the non-resident limit on whitefronts from 3 to 4 (this matches the 4/day bag limit allowed for SK residents)

3.) All day hunting allowed for ALL geese the entire season. As of now, hunting is closed at 12:00 noon until mid October, then all day hunting begins.
Pacific
No reports this week.
Central
3)
Name: Jeremy DeVries

 

Date:  February 4, 2008 

Location: Billings, MT


All Seasons Closed.  

The ducks and geese continue to hang around the Bighorn, Yellowstone and Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone river drainages.  It is a depressing time as all seasons are closed.

The 2007 waterfowl season may have been the finest waterfowling year that I can remember.  The duck numbers were very good from start to finish.  It seemed as though we would get a slow start, but as always Thanksgiving proved to be the barometer, as thousands of ducks and geese began their migration through southeastern Montana.  This activity continued right to the end of the duck and goose seasons.

In my estimation, the migration happened right on schedule, and came in big numbers this year.  The temperatures and weather held for most of the season and so the birds seemed to just hang around.  They got smarter and the hunting got tougher, but good hunters prevailed most of the time.  Personally, I did not see the numbers of wigeon that I am accustomed to seeing, and the wood ducks and blue wings came and left early.  These early departures were soon filled with incredible amounts of geese and mallards.  Hunters from Silisia to Forsyth, and Custer to Fort Smith areas reported limit shooting for nearly the entire season.  This is an area well over 120 miles square, and tells me the waterfowl were here, and they were here thick.    

These geese and ducks are still here, and a drive toward Yellowtail Dam or Miles City will prove that fact, as literally thousands of honkers continue feeding on sugar beets, grain and wheat.  I cannot wait until the start of the 2008 season already!!  That leaves one full year to catch fish, train dogs, tune up your shot gunning skills and get ready for another year of the same.  If ‘08 hunts like ‘07, we will be very lucky indeed. One final note:  I want to thank several hunters from across the region for their honest reports and their willingness to share information with me regarding this report.  You know who you are, and thanks.  Here’s to keeping those wings locked and putting their feet down.  

Cheers.

4)
Name:  Derek Rambo

Date:  5 February 2008

Location:  North West Texas

Weather:  Very weird this fall.  Warmer than normal and very little wind for most hunts. Very few cold fronts got here and stayed.

Snow Cover:   None

Water Conditions: Back to normal after a 5 year drought.  Frequent summer rains brought us back quickly after this prolonged drought.

Feeding Conditions: Lots of feed due to heavy summer rains.

Species and Numbers:  As usual we had a good amount of lesser Canadas, lpecks, mallards, wigeon, gadwall, pintails, and teal. Few snows stopped here this fall.

Migrations: Great push in late December, but after that it was very slow. Not a major migration after that.

Season Stage: One more weekend of dark geese. Duck is over.

Hunting Report:  One of my weirdest seasons to date. See weather above. Due to warm weather birds did not need to feed regularly and sporadically fly around. In a field one day, not in it the next???? With this much water the ducks were scattered everywhere. Reports the same for ducks as geese.

Gossip: This season sucked in Texas!

5)
Name: Kirk Steffensen 

Date: 2007/2008 Season

Location: Southeast Nebraska (Rainwater Basin and around Lincoln, NE)

Weather:  October produced above average temperatures and precipitation.  November produced above average temperature with a couple low pressure fronts.  December and January resulted in cold temperatures and snowy conditions with a couple major ice storms.

Snow Cover:  Fields covered for most of December and January.

Water Conditions: Spring and summer rain replenished water level in the rainwater basins and area ponds.  During the 2006 waterfowl season, only a couple basins had good water.  This year, all basins had excellent water. 

Feeding Conditions:  Good, high winds during late fall caused crop damage leaving lots of waste grain after the harvest.  However, during December and January, ice storm covered the field with out an inch of ice.

Species and Numbers:  Good number of little ducks early but below average number of mallards and geese throughout the rest of the season.   

Migrations:  Never had the “big” push.  Each cold front caused a “trickle” migration, with birds pushing straight over Nebraska into Kansas and Oklahoma.

Season Stage:  All seasons closed state wide.  

Hunting Report:  Not the best season, but not the worst either.

Gossip:  A couple weeks until the snow goose conservation season.
6)
Name: Kenny Thompson

Date: 2-5-08


Location: Kansas

Weather:  Rainy, mostly cloudy with periods of sun.

Snow Cover:  Sleet and occasional snow shower
Water Conditions: Pond and lake levels have risen with recent rains and snow melt off.

Feeding Conditions:  Most of the birds are feeding on grass seed, with some growth in the grain fields.

Species and Numbers:  Canada geese are a plenty.  

Migrations: We are setting at the tail end of the migration.  Most are waiting on the spring snow goose season.

Season Stage:  Tail end.  Honker season only thing open.

Hunting Report: Hunting can be good if the right field is found.

Gossip:  Most of the hunters are worn out and ready for season to come to an end.  The hardcore hunters are getting excited about spring snow conservation season.

Mississippi 
7)
Name:  Brad Hanson

Date: 2/4/08

Location: Northwest MN

Weather: We had a fairly normal year overall until the last two weeks of late season, then the bottom dropped out with three hard Alberta clippers that really moved bird out.

Snow Cover: Little to none until the last two weeks and then we had way too much!  
Water Conditions: We had good to average water all year. Ice came at a normal rate.

Feeding Condition: WAY TOO MUCH CORN! There were way too many options for feeding fields! 
Species and Numbers: We had a lower nest success in our flyway this year and I think that had large role in how our migration progressed. The Canada geese had a very “decoy shy” type attitude all year. We would have our days where geese would “finish” out, but we had more days where the birds would back out of the set at sixty yards. Duck numbers were good to very good all year.

Migrations: We had a good population all year but I think that most of the flocks had a large number of adult birds that were educated and pulled the younger bird away from decoy sets. Ducks moved through at a regular rate and we had a decent flight of divers mid November. 

Season Stage: Over and done with for 2007, and waiting with hope for 2008.

Hunting Report: As I had mentioned earlier, we had a tougher year with getting the geese to finish on our sets. The crew I have is as experienced with goose hunting as I have seen! We tried every idea we could come up with as well as suggestions from other hunters and Avery Pro-Staffers and still had marginal success. I’m not saying we didn’t kill birds but we had a level of frustration I haven’t had in years! Within every hunt we had examples of flocks locking tight on our sets until that distance we felt comfortable to pop the doors and fire, only to see them belly out. We moved sets around, we tried large sets, small sets, only shell sets, only full body sets, only new full body sets, only greater decoys, only lesser decoys, digging in the blinds, hard calling, soft calling, flagging, no flagging, etc to see what was the right combo and still had a tougher year! We discussed this with many hunters up and down our flyway and feel we were not alone with this problem! One estimate that made total sense was with our bad hatch last spring the flocks were full of old, smart birds and they controlled the younger birds and kept them away from decoys. Let’s hope for a great hatch this spring and larger flocks of younger, less experienced birds.
Gossip:  We’ll hammer them  next year!
8)
Name:  Kevin Kriha

Date: 02-05-08



Location: Montgomery, MN

Weather: High’s in the mid twenties, lows in the teen’s.
Snow Cover:  3-6 inches

Water Conditions: Frozen up tight.
Feeding Conditions: Ducks and geese have left the area.

Species and Numbers:  None to speak of in my immediate area. 

Migrations: Ducks and geese have migrated south. 

Season Stage: Our seasons are all closed.

Hunting Report: Waterfowl hunting in my area is over. 

Gossip:  Fishing has improved over the last few weeks in our area giving us outdoor enthusiasts something to look forward to. Overall our hunting season scored above average. With a lot of rain during the harvest season, fields were slow to be plowed, making it much easier to hide and seem to keep the teal and wood ducks around a little longer than normal. We seem to have a lot more divers earlier in the season than years past. All around, we had good numbers in a variety of ducks accompanied by a good population of regular season geese. Our early season resident goose season was not as great as our regular season. We seemed to have fewer geese in our area during the early season then previous. Either way we made the best of it and with it the 2007 season was full of a lot of good times and great memories, making the 2008 season harder to wait for.   

9)
Name: Ben Cade

 

Date:  February 6, 2008 

Location: Buffalo, MN 


All Seasons Closed.  

There are ducks and geese still hanging around the Mississippi river in central Minnesota.  

We had a fantastic season here in the central part of the state.  Our early goose season was normal in terms of numbers of geese and harvest success.  As usual, we did very well on opening weekend and we still had birds to hunt throughout September.  

The early part of the duck season was spectacular with plenty of teal, wood ducks and mallards around to keep us going.  We also received a ton of water which made harvest difficult for the area farmers.  I think this also concentrated the birds a little better and made hunting great for those willing to do some scouting.  

During November, things got a little more difficult before the cold temps set in. As usual, Canada geese became more difficult to decoy and we weren’t receiving much for new birds.  However, right around Thanksgiving when the cold set in it seemed to turn around for us.  I remember the skies being full for one entire weekend with new migrants.  

Our late season goose hunting was one of the best on records.  I think a lot of people in our area lost birds, but we were able to stay on the smaller flocks that were still hanging around.  If you were able to stay on them, you probably also had a great late season.  

I’m looking forward to another great season in 2008. 

10)
Name:  Sean Finke

Date: 2/5/2008

Location: Western Ohio

Weather: Low’s in the 30’s and High’s in the low to mid-50’s.  The last two days we have received over three inches of rain with thunderstorms and very mild for this time of year.

Snow Cover: Not at this time

Water Conditions: The rain over the last couple of days has brought lake levels back up and rivers out of their banks.  The fields have some sheet water and wetlands are filled up.  Water conditions are excellent.  The season started with very low water and ended with about normal water conditions, looks good for nesting season.

Feeding Conditions: The crops are all off and about 2/3 of the cornstalks turned under, which makes for less than ideal feeding and hunting opportunities.

Species and Numbers:  Now that season is out we have a quite a few mallards and black ducks in the area, maybe 2500-3000 total.  The Canada geese have been showing up since the season went out and we have around 3600-3700 geese in the immediate area. 

Migrations: The goose numbers in our area seem to peak about this time, every year lately.  The ducks come and go throughout the season with a good push the first week of November during the moon phase and with good fronts.  The birds only seem to stay for a few days, since the crops are off and turned under and the hunting pressure is extremely high.

Season Stage: The North zone goose season went out on Jan. 6.  The South zone duck and goose season is in until Jan. 27, 2008.

Hunting Report: Overall, the 2007-2008 waterfowl season started with good teal hunting in September and consistent duck shooting late October through mid December.  The goose hunting was excellent from mid December through the end of January.  The hunting in this area was better than the previous year, only because the weather cooperated more this season.

Gossip:   The goose hunting was very good this season, probably the best in about 4-5 years.  The duck hunting was excellent the first two weeks of season than after that you would have a couple of good days here and there as the bird pushed through, but overall a good year.
11)
Name:  Gerry Mazur


Date: 2/5/08

Location: Northwest Ohio and Southeast Michigan

As I write this last report for the 2007-08 season, we are experiencing heavy rains and thunderstorms in Toledo. Tomorrow the weather is expected to change to snow and the temperatures are going to be below average. This is another perfect example as to how the weather has changed significantly in a short period of time this past fall and winter. It seemed like summer was here until almost the holidays; it was much warmer than normal to start the fall season. Winter finally made an appearance in December with cooler temps and some snow. For the early September goose season, hunters got just what you would expect, good numbers of birds on both sides of the border. Early teal season in Ohio was so-so. Hunters who were persistent did manage to get some birds, but definitely not the numbers they have seen in past years. 

Most hunters I talked to this season would still like to see a change in the opening of Michigan and Ohio duck season...its just too early. Hunters would also like to see the Lake Erie goose zone expanded. While the temperatures in October make it comfortable for sitting in a blind, the weather conditions haven’t changed enough to make a difference. Because the weather up north this year never really changed significantly enough for the birds to move south, the migrations were small and sporadic at best. We never really saw measurable snow until January. The tracks of the storms were unpredictable to say the least. Again, the weather favored the birds and never forced them to migrate south. We did finally have some below freezing temperatures in mid-January, but when the cold snaps hit the region, they were so drastic that the small bodies of water locked-up quickly making it difficult for those hunters who like to walk out into the river or ponds to hunt from shorelines. We typically see the birds head toward Lake Erie when the smaller bodies of water freeze, which adds another dimension to the challenge for many hunters who do not have access to a boat. Water levels ran high most of the season, due to all the rain and then the run-off from the melting snow and ice. 

As more areas to the south of Toledo become industrialized and more housing developments are built, migrating birds have more options for feeding until the weather changes. In these areas birds find everything they need to remain content…plenty of green grass, a water supply and no one bothers them. Hunters who had permission to hunt on properties near the Ottawa and Magee Refuge had some success…unfortunately their success only lasted a day or two. Friends of mine who own land area near the refuge only enjoyed limited success throughout the season. My typical spots near the refuge were poor producers, as well. But if you like watch swans fly over your decoy spreads, there is no shortage here in northwest Ohio as the populations are booming. 
 
Despite the numbers shown from aerial surveys, the average hunter struggled this season. If you were a hunter who had access to a boat and could move with the flocks,   and you were lucky enough to be in the right area at the right time, you did well with both ducks and geese. Unfortunately, the days that you saw large migrations come through were few and far between. If the birds did make it our way, it seemed they only stayed in the area a couple of days and then they were gone. 

In closing, those places that I have hunted in the past with great success were less than profitable this year. I’ve talked to other hunters who share the same sentiment. A buddy of mine, Tom Perna, and I drew a permit for Ottawa Refuge and never fired a shot the morning of the hunt; we saw lots of birds moving before shooting time, and that was it. Another friend of mine who was part of the same draw almost shot his limit that day. This just proves that even in the refuge, the shift in birds was more than noticeable. Of course, now that the season is over in both Ohio and Michigan there are birds taunting me…there are geese everywhere I look. At a golf course, less than a mile from my house, I counted over 1,000 geese enjoying the green grass and open water. I guess at this point, all I can do is begin counting the days until next season.
12)
Name:  Greg Boyd

Date:  2/5/08

Location:  NW Ohio

Weather:  This season threw about every type of weather at us as possible.  The season started out mild, went to very wet, then to very cold with snow, then back to mild and wet.

Snow Cover:  At the present time we have no snow.  During the season we had some periods of snow, none lasting more than two weeks at a time.
Water Conditions:  Rivers at present are above flood stage.  We had good water throughout the season which held birds in the area longer than usual.
Feeding Conditions:  The majority of the birds fed mainly on corn stubble, but were also found in green winter wheat fields. 

Species and Numbers:  Mallard and black duck numbers were impressive, especially around Christmas.  Canada goose numbers were good through all of the season, and just continued to build as the season closed.  Current goose numbers are nothing short of spectacular.

Migrations:  Migrations were sporadic during the season, especially with ducks.  Again, we had a big push of ducks just before the holidays, and plentiful water and feed kept them in the area for several weeks.  The goose migration was as steady as I have seen, with what seemed like new birds arriving daily.  

Season Stage:  Season is over.

Hunting Report:  This season was full of opportunity for those willing to do the work involved to get to the birds.  Above average moisture made field hunting challenging, but very rewarding. The sheer numbers of birds made for some memorable hunts, and a well stocked freezer. 

Gossip:  Hardcore hunters were blessed this season with plenty of birds, and that kept many in the field from the beginning right up to the very end.  Hunting was good, and the season never hit a lull, or seemed to experience birds that were “wised-up”.  A lot of hunters ended the season on a high, and one just asked the other day “Is it September yet?”
13)
Name:  Bob Chaplin



Date: 2007/2008 Waterfowl Season

Location:  The State of Ohio

Weather:  From the 80's to -30 with wind chill

Snow Cover:  Yes, just depended on what day it was.

Water Conditions: Water was low all year doing to a summer drought, but with the fall rains and snow melt of we have been okay.
Feeding Conditions: Very good all year as there is corn that is still standing.

Species and Numbers: They were great, I saw more black ducks, and more wigeon this year then I ever have, also the geese were in great numbers.

Migrations: The migration was okay, we had are local birds around all year, so hunting was tough sometimes, so when we did have a push of birds we could really see a difference.

Season Stage:  The end of the year.

Hunting Report:  This year I would have to rate it a solid A. My hunting bud Terry and I did a lot of scouting, so we knew where we needed to be, and I just can't wait until next season.

Gossip:  Just tired, and looking forward to a long nap.

14)
Name:  Clay Hudnall

Date: 2/5/08

Location: Northern Ohio

Weather: This years weather has been fairly mild. It started off good with cold temps, but it seemed like the longer the season went the warmer it got until the end and then it was extremely cold.
Snow Cover:  We never had a lot of snow here in our area.  We would get hit with a few inches, but it never stayed around too long.
Water Conditions: Our water conditions changed a lot over the season due to strong winds and then ice.  We have plenty of areas that have a ton of water when we are not frozen up.  Throughout most of the season we had a lot of open water for the birds to stay on.  When the big water would freeze, it would push birds to gravel pits, so that would put birds in new areas.
Feeding Conditions: Most of the birds up here feed in corn, wheat fields and flooded corn that is set for the ducks.  The one thing that we are not short of is food sources.  You just have to know what they are going to feed in, and due to a lot of warm weather this year, most of the time they were feeding in the winter wheat fields.

Species and Numbers:  We had a decent number of  mallards, blacks and teal early.  We have a lot of teal around the first part of the season so that makes for some interesting shooting.  At one time we had a good amount of ducks around, but it does not take them long to wise up and then they get hard to hunt and start feeding at night.

Migrations: We had a good push early then it stalled out for a bit and then we received another push that brought most of our ducks.  The geese were around in fair numbers, but now that the season is out, they are everywhere you look.

Season Stage: For the most part it was a tough season around here due to weather and hunting pressure.  The first part of the season was good hunting but it did not take the ducks long to figure out the game since they get hunted everyday.

Hunting Report: The hunting was good and bad, there were days you could go out and get them in no time and there we other days you thought the ducks were gone.  In this area there is so much food that sometime they don’t have to fly if the weather is mild and we had a mild season for the most part.  It’s hard to try to figure them out when they are not flying and they are just sitting on the water.  Scouting paid off this year because you had to put a lot of time in the boat or in the truck trying to figure them out.

Gossip:  Most hunters say it was not as good this year as it has been in the past.  The mild temps let the ducks determine what they are going to do and with all the food around they don’t have to move unless we get some cold weather and it put ice in certain areas that hunters can’t get to.  Once we get a little ice it forces the birds to bigger water and then you can have some great hunts.  I know we hunted hard this year and it was a lot tougher then years past.  We have a lot of hunters in our area so the ducks and geese wise up really quick.
15)
Name: Dan Oberfoell

Date: February 5, 2008

Location: Eastern Iowa

Early Canada goose hunting in Eastern Iowa was better than ever with amazing numbers growing here every year.  The early season duck was excellent with a flight of early teal still around coupled with many mallards and wood ducks.  The season opener of goose was excellent with the same birds around and many scattered to where many folks had good shooting.  The youth season was another great success with a little push of pintails to make the two day season even better.  The late part of October was excellent this year in Iowa with excellent rain that put birds in flooded fields and area's that they haven't used in a few years with excellent feed. The first part of November brought a good cold snap that gave most of Iowa a couple good days of new birds and they were educated as they stayed a while with nothing to be added until later in the month and first of December.  Goose numbers were great all season and there were many days that a few geese ended up in the bag with the ducks. December brought the first of many winter storms here and a lot of the birds passed us by as we had freezing temps and much ice and snow in the fields.  The southern part of the state fared real well as they were not hit by the snow on the late ducks.  Canada geese were still open until January first and with the snow amounts as well as cold temperatures it took some scouting, but when the birds were found it was like early season again.
All in all we had a good season with good fronts and good numbers of birds.  Pintail numbers were on the rise as there were here from start to finish and many big bunches on several occasions.  This September we get to start it all over again.
Dan Oberfoell "Dan O"
Avery Pro Staff
 

16)
Name: Rich Good
Date: February 6, 2008

Location: Southern Illinois

Season synopsis for Rend Lake, Southern Illinois Zone, and Sesser Illinois. September started out with teal and early Canada goose if the season was to be judged and predicted by this then we were in for a great season. Early teal found hunters killing limits of blue rockets despite the above normal temps, water levels were way below normal pool and Southern Illinois was well into a drought situation. November opener "Thanksgiving Day" proved to be banner as well with temps around normal and bird levels up from years past. Early December brought winter weather across central and northern Illinois which stacked birds up in the South Zone. Then it happened; rain rain rain, and then freezing temps. We went from 70 degrees and severe weather warnings to below zero what birds we had were gone by December 20th. Some birds remained mostly divers so all efforts were placed on hunting big water. We ended our duck season on January 20th again with below zero temps and all lakes were frozen. What birds remained were finding water in treatment plants and small tributaries that were moving. All in all, not a bad year, but it would have been better if the weather had stabilized. 
 

17)
Name: Bill Cooksey

Date:  February 4, 2008 

Location: Memphis, TN (Hunting Eastern Arkansas)

All waterfowl seasons are closed except for the Snow Goose Conservation Order.

2007-2008 Season Synopsis:  During the season I probably hunted more different areas in Arkansas than in any previous year.  I hunted both public and private ground from the Black River to the Stuttgart area, and I experienced good to excellent hunts in all areas.  My opinion and the consensus of many I have spoken with is that if you had a bad season you need to look for some new places to hunt.

While many areas experienced some slow periods virtually everyone had some really good times as well.  Those hunters willing to hit the road when things got slow at their normal spots had good hunting throughout the season.  As usual things started slow for many who depend on rainfall and high river levels, but folks with the ability to control their water started out with big smiles.  In a nutshell, folks hunting private land started out strong, and folks hunting public had to wait a few weeks.  For my part, by staying in touch with several friends from different areas we were able to work together to keep each other in good hunts from public timber to private fields and dead timber holes.

A lot of mallards stayed north of us throughout the season, but it was obvious that when decent habitat and weather conditions combine Arkansas can still be incredible.  In the fields I don’t think I’ve ever seen as many species of ducks taken in a season, and it appears the USFWS folks hit the nail on the head regarding canvasback numbers.  I might have had better hunts in the public woods back in the “good old days”, but I’m not sure if my memory is all that accurate.

Overall I would characterize this as the best season in this region since 2000-2001, and I’ve heard the same from hundreds of other hunters.  Now it’s time for those so inclined to get after the snows, and judging from the calls I’ve had from guys in the field there are plenty of them to chase.

Two months ‘til turkey time.

Bill Cooksey

18)
Name:  Stephen Pitt


Date: 2007-2008

Location: Northeast  Arkansas
 


Weather: Average year as far as temperature goes.  More than normal amounts of rain fall in December and January.  We had some real hard freezes in late January that froze out the fields and timber for a few days.

Snow Cover: None

Water Conditions:  Plenty of water in all of the fields and timber, the rivers flooded out for a few days a couple times this year.

Feeding Conditions:  The ducks are still feeding  in the rice and bean fields.  Some of the farmers in our area planted some corn and left it standing and the ducks really ate it up.

Species and Numbers: Mallards, pintails, green wing teal, shovelers, gadwall, and wigeon, in that order.  1/3 of the ducks harvested out of our club were mallards.  A lot of  snows, blues, ross, and specks were around early in the season but the majority of them left in mid December.

Migrations:  There were only 3 major migrations that I noticed, and they were right before cold fronts hit up North and pushed down the mallards. 

Hunting Report: Many hunters had a pretty good season compared to previous years.  The abundant water helped hold the ducks and give them room to rest and not get shot at.

Gossip:  This season was our best since 1999-2000.  

19)
Name:  John Gordon

Date: 2007-2008 season
Location: Mississippi Delta 

Weather: The weather took a roller coaster ride for most of the season.  I hunted in conditions that ranged from near 80, to breaking ice below 20.  It was another dry year in Mississippi, the fourth in a row.  There was more corn and grain available this year than ever before, but if you could not pump water to it, there was never enough water in the fields to hold large numbers of ducks. 
Snow Cover:  None

Water Conditions: Once again, a very dry season for the majority of the delta.
Feeding Conditions:  The conditions were never right for holding adequate numbers of ducks.  Northeast Arkansas received rains early, and subsequently the hunting was much better and more consistent.  

Species and Numbers:  Greenwing teal arrived early and stayed late.  Gadwalls and pintails were always around, but the mallards arrived very late.  Snow and speck numbers continue to grow every year, but very few hunters in this part of the country care to hunt them.  
Migrations: Right now, in February, there are more ducks around than during the entire season.  This seems to be the trend in Mississippi the last few years, and I don’t see it changing in the future.
Season Stage:  The snow goose conservation season is open through March 27.  The geese should be gone long before then, sometime in early March, by then everyone will be focusing on spring turkey hunting. 
Hunting Report:  Overall, the season was poor throughout the state.  I know one outfitter that had a record harvest, but the vast majority of the ducks they killed were teal.  I have nothing against shooting teal, but in this state the mallard is king.  I’m sure some folks had a decent season, but they were few and far between.   

Gossip:  There is a theory among Mississippi hunters that the mallards that we used to have every year are now spending the winter in Missouri.  
Atlantic
20)
Name: Tom Marvel 

Date: 2/5/08

Location: Maryland’s Upper Eastern Shore

Weather: Seasonal temps all season long with a couple of cold snaps thrown in here and there. A lot of good gunning days-Cloudy and Rainy

Snow Cover: Only one snow event that lasted maybe 2 days max
Water Conditions: Low water all fall and just now received enough run-off to fill everything. About 3 weeks too late to do any good!
Feeding Conditions: Good feeding conditions all season except for the un-timely full moons right in the middle of our seasons. Our birds are greatly affected by the bright moon shine.

Species and Numbers: Average AP Canada populations, normal Snow goose activity for the season. Duck numbers above last season, especially divers in our areas.

Migrations: Canadas were here in great numbers early ( October ) and then they thinned out. Big push of snows during the first and second week of December here. Many big ducks arrived during our deer season ( week after Thanksgiving ) and stayed until almost Christmas. Divers were here in good numbers all of the last split, but chose not to move unless hunted where they rafted. 

Season Stage: Everything is closed here except for snows, they go until March 8th.
Hunting Report: Overall it was an average season. Good hunts most days with a few great days thrown in the mix.
Gossip: Already gearing up in anticipation of next year! 
21)
Name: Brian Rhodes  

Date: ’07-’08 Season Review
Location: Southern New England/RI 

Weather: The weather was pretty much around normal this year. The temps were slightly above normal for the month of January. Precipitation was slightly below normal for the season. 

Snow Cover:  No snow for much of the season.

Water Conditions: Fresh water rivers, streams and ponds were below normal levels. Most fresh water ponds were frozen up. Seawater temp in the bay and sound is in mid to high 30’s. 
Feeding Conditions: A lot of activity on the bays, salt ponds and rivers. Most geese and ducks seem to be roosting on the bay and salt ponds.

Species and Numbers: Total numbers seemed vary be species this season. Good numbers of blue bills were seen all season. However, sea duck numbers seem to be down slightly. Goose numbers seemed to be the same over the past season. 

Migrations: Large numbers of sea ducks were seen in late October and early November, then sea duck migration seemed to slow as the season went on. There were good numbers of blue bills around all season. Brant seemed to continue to show up all season long. 

Season Stage: Late season, resident goose. 

Hunting Report:  The waterfowl-hunting season was good for the most part. Sea duck numbers were not huge, but the hunting was still good. Diver hunting was very good all season. Good numbers of brant made for a few good days out as well

Gossip:  All in all it was a good year. Lots of people did well. Sea ducking was tough, but if you put the work in, it usually paid off. Good numbers of blue bills, buffies and goldeneyes made for some fun hunts. The 50-day brant season was also a nice little bonus this season.

22)
Name:  Kevin Addy 

Date: 2/5/08

Location: SE Pennsylvania

Weather: The weather all season found us with above average temps. We only had a few good freezes but they were all followed by warm weather within a few days.

Snow Cover: We had very little snow cover all season. The snow we did receive was gone in a few days.

Water Conditions: The water levels were way below normal most of the year. They didn’t get back to normal until some time in November.

Feeding Conditions:  The feeding conditions were great this year but the geese didn’t pay attention to most of the grain fields. Most of the season they were on some type of green grass. This has been a trend for the past few seasons. It used to be you could count on them going to the grain when it got cold, but this year they were still in the green on the coldest days of our season.

Species and Numbers:  The numbers were in line with past years pertaining to geese but the duck numbers were way down in the areas I hunt. I can’t say for sure we didn’t have as many ducks but we never got the weather needed to concentrate them. The few freezes we did get had us covered up with ducks, but within a day or two it would warm up and I think they spread out again. We have lots of water around which gives the ducks plenty of area to spread out and makes finding a large concentration tough. We received some cold weather since the season has closed and the numbers coming in to our goose spread has been unbearable to watch. With our trend of warmer weather, I’d like to see our duck season in the south zone start later and extend in to Feb.

Migrations: The migration activity this year was different than in past years. We had warm weather and I think birds trickled down rather than the big pushes in years past. I was talking to some friends in NY that had open water and ducks all season long. It seemed like every time the wind or moon was right we had some birds push down, but not the big pushes observed in the past when the states above us froze up and had snow cover. I think it may have worked in our benefit for geese. There wasn’t a good hatch this year which should have made the goose hunting real tough. I think the “trickle” migration kept new birds in the area making up for the lack of juvenile birds.

Season Stage: We still have an RP Canada geese until Feb 15th and snow geese until March 10th.
Hunting Report: The AP goose season was great. We spent a lot of time in the field this year and harvested limits most days. We worked harder for them than in the past, but I think the weather was the factor. Many days we had high sky’s, warm temps, and no wind which had the geese not flying well and in no hurry to eat. It may have taken us a few changes but just about every day we found a combination that would work before the morning flight was over. On the days when we had weather, the hunts were over quickly and it didn’t seem like we could do anything wrong. We worked harder this year to achieve the results of years past, but I think it was more satisfying than the hunts that were over in minutes.

The ducks were tougher than in years past. We only had numbers to hunt when things would freeze up and that didn’t happen often. We picked at them all year, but only had a few days that were anything special. 

Gossip: Some had their best season while others had their worst. The sport is growing fast and the geese and gear aren’t the same of just a few years ago.

23)
Name:  Michael Bard


Date: 2/5/08 
Location: New York

Weather: Weather this season had its ups and downs. We had some serious cold snaps that caused concerns for the late season being “locked out.”  Other then to couple week long cold, the weather was typical for a NY waterfowl season.

Snow Cover:  We didn’t get much of any snow until December and then the northern part of the state received a large amount of snow. Snow cover was light during each zones waterfowling season and Long Island never really got any snow to speak of.

Water Conditions: NY suffered drought conditions for the first half of the season and then water levels started to increase, but many across the state battled low conditions most of the season. The Western Zone’s late season did benefit from some snow melt and heavy rains that flooded some areas.

Feeding Conditions: Feeding conditions were excellent throughout the season, with plenty of harvested crop fields and abundant aquatic vegetation.

Species and Numbers:  NY saw excellent numbers of Canada geese in the area from the early season in September though the end of the season. Ducks were spotty after the openers for a week or so, but then filtered in nicely throughout the season with a good numbers of mallards, blacks, and green wing teal. The divers showed up as they traditionally do in good numbers, although the canvasbacks seemed to make a late and less impressive appearance in many places this season.

Migrations: The goose migration flowed well over the course of the entire season with a very heavy migration in early November. The duck migration was spotty and very weather dependent. 

Season Stage: Regular seasons are closed - 2007-2008 season re-cap.
Hunting Report:  Hunters who did their homework this season and were able to move around the state, had good success. Those who traditionally have a single spot to hunt may not have done well or even had any water in their honey hole.

Gossip:  The proposed spring snow conservation season that would have extended the snow season through the end of March. 

24)
Name: David Rearick
Date: 2/6/08

Location: Western Pa

Weather: It was a strange year in terms of weather. The first two months went as planned with a decent amount of water turning into a normal winter with cold temps. About mid January we started getting an unseasonable heat up and today it is 60 degrees outside with rain. Last year we had blustery low single digit and teen temps during this month locking up all water and pushing out all of the birds for the last few weeks. With a week left in the RP season, there is still ample time to take advantage of this “heat spell” we are currently having.

Snow Cover:  None currently, and  we never did get enough to give the birds any grief during feed time.
Water Conditions: Overall, our water conditions were fair to good all year. Right now we are in flood stage which should make for excellent spring ponds for the birds return migration.
Feeding Conditions: Excellent with plenty of available corn and flooded fields. It ahs been this way all year, and the birds have been on either grass or corn for a cold 2 months.

Species and Numbers:  Surprisingly for this time of year we have a lot of ducks in the area, even some pintails and blacks. Geese have been steady all year as well as a major increase in puddle duck activity. I would say it was overall an average year in terms of bird numbers, with a return to a good diver migration on the great lakes that was not present last year.

Migrations: Steady all year, but never a major push to speak of aside from divers.

Season Stage: Currently, only the RP season is underway

Hunting Report: For those that have taken the time to scout, and scout hard, the opportunities have been very good. Ample amounts of water did spread out the birds early, but once they got back into their patterns, there were good numbers of birds for those who hunted. We had an above average year, and we are already planning next year.

Gossip:  Time to clean yup, repack, and re-organize for next year and spring snows. The season isn’t over for us until the end of March, and then on to turkeys!

